
  

Oct 21, 2016--Issue 7 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School 

Dear King Families,  

Week Seven was fabulous!  One of 
the highlights for me was having the 
opportunity to visit each class 
(except four, which I’ll get to on 
Monday) for the purpose of signing 
of the King Constitution!  All 550 
students and staff will sign our 
constitution, and it will reside on a 
bulletin board by the office.  To 
review, The King School Rules 
include: 

1. Be respectful and be 
responsible. 

2. Be safe. 

3. Be a role model and an 
UPstander. 

4. Have fun! 

Dream keeper 

Just as our King mission states, we 
are encouraging each person to do 
their personal best in a safe 
environment.  Our Reponsive 
Classroom work is foundational to 
achieving our mission.  To continue 
from previous letter, the fourth 
principle is: To be successful 
academically and socially, children 
need to learn a set of social and 
emotional skills: cooperation, 
assertiveness, responsibility, 
empathy, and self-control.  The 
acronym for these skills is CARES.  
Please look for opportunities to teach 
and reinforce each of these skills as they 
will serve your child well throughout 
all of life!  For more information on 
Responsive Classroom, please go to: 
www.responsiveclassroom.org 

 

MISSION:  

Our mission for Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is to build a 21st century 
learning community where all members are encouraged to do their personal best in a safe 
environment where we nurture respectful, responsible and caring citizens of the world.  

With Parent-Teacher Conferences 
upon us, be sure to check out page 4 & 
5 of this newsletter with tips from 
Harvard’s Family Research Project, on 
how to get the most out of your 
conference.  Your preparedness will 
help maximize this special time with 
your child’s teacher.  We know your 
partnership with the teacher benefits 
your child and his/her learning.  

Thank you for trust you place in the 
King Elementary School staff and me.  

Sincerely, 

Mary 
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Help Needed! 

Two ways to make 
a Positive 
Difference 

 

Traffic Ambassadors Needed:  
November is Traffic Safety Month here 
at King Elementary!  We need parents 
to help with traffic safety before the 
cold wind blows and the snow makes 
driving even more challenging.  A 
volunteer sign up will be following in 
the next couple of weeks.    

 

Lunchroom Helpers Needed: We 
have three lunch times, each with 125 
students, who we want to have a safe 
and comfortable lunch.  This is a great 
way to connect with the children in an 
informal setting.  No language 
requirements.  If you love to be with 
the children, are willing to help them 
out, and have some extra time, please 
come in!  Our lunches run from 11:30 
– 1:20.  Come help for a few minutes 
or the whole time.   

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
 

2   Traffic Ambassadors; Attendance & Illness Reporting 
3  Driving Reminders; Upcoming Events; PTO Corner; Insight into your 

child’s day through Twitter! 
4 & 5  Harvard’s Tips on Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Attendance and Illness       
Online Reporting 

It is our responsibility to make sure that 
every student is safely accounted for 
every day. If a student has an unexplained 
absence from school, the office will call 
their parents or guardian to ensure that 
s/he is accounted for. Parents can report 
attendance online using our form at 
<http://kingelementaryoffice.weebly.c
om>. You may use this form for 
unexpected or planned (future) absences. 
You may also report absences to the 
office by emailing the office 
kingattendance@aaps.k12.mi.us  o
r calling the school (734.994.1940). 

Children should be kept home for: 

• Fever; 
• Vomiting; 
• Two loose bowel movements; 
• Unexplained rash; 
• Crying and complaining for a 

long time; 
• Serious Injury. 

Detailed information from the 
Washtenaw County Health Department 
is attached. 
 

 

M-STEP Results 

If you are a parent/guardian of a 4th or 5th 

Grader, Your child took the M-STEP in 

the Spring of 2016. During your Parent-

Teacher Conference, you will receive 

your child’s M-STEP.  

Please know that the Ann Arbor Public 

Schools uses many methods for assessing 

progress and achievement and M-STEP 

represents only a snapshot of your child’s 

performance on a particular day. Teachers 

use a variety of means to ensure that each 

child is making progress toward mastery 

of State grade level standards and over the 

course of this year, you will be receiving 

regular updates via your child’s report 

card. 

Should you have questions about any 

aspect of the M-STEP, please feel free to 

reach for me. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Sun, Oct 23rd 

o Super Hero, Super Leader 
Rake & Run 

o Dress up as a Superhero, 
if you want! 

• Tues, Oct 25th 

o Parent Math Tech Night!  

• Thur, Nov 3rd 

o Photo retakes 

o Return photos to 
photographer 

• Tues, Nov 8th 

o Election Day; no school. 

____________________________ 

2016-17 Early Release Days: 

Three times this year, children will be 
dismissed at 11:53am, and KingCare is 
available. The dates are:  

• Wed, Oct 26 

• Wed, March 8 

• Fri, June 16 (last day of 
school) 

A complete calendar with details can be 

found at: 

http://www.a2schools.org/Page/10439 

  

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO) 

Thank you to all who attended last week’s PTO meeting!   

Please be sure to keep informed by reading your PTO E-Notes! 

Sarah Schneidewind, King PTO President  

 

Driving Reminders: 

When dropping your child off in the 

morning, pull all the way up to the 

second speed bump.  This will 

expedite the drop-off.  

Also, when leaving the circular 

drive in front of the school, you 

may only turn right.  You may not 

go straight or turn left.   

Want to see what happens in 

our school days?  Follow me 

on Twitter: 

@a2KingPrincipal 
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Parent–Teacher Conferences: A Tip Sheet for Parents 

As a parent, you are your child’s first and most important teacher. You and your child’s school have 
something in common: You both want your child to learn and do well. When parents and teachers talk 
to each other, each person can share important information about your child’s talents and needs. Each 
person can also learn something new about how to help your child. Parent–teacher conferences are a 
great way to start talking to your child’s teachers. This tip sheet suggests ways that you can make the 
most of parent-teacher conferences so that everyone wins, especially your child.  

What should you expect?  

¾ A two-way conversation. Like all good conversations, 
parent–teacher conferences are best when both people 
talk and listen. The conference is a time for you to 
learn about your child’s progress in school: Ask to see 
data about your child’s attendance, grades, and test 
scores. Find out whether your child is meeting school 
expectations and academic standards. This is also a 
time for the teacher to learn about what your child is 
like at home. When you tell the teacher about your 
child’s skills, interests, needs, and dreams, the teacher 
can help your child more.  

¾ Emphasis on learning. Good parent–teacher 
conferences focus on how well the child is doing in 
school. They also talk about how the child can do even 
better. To get ready for the conversation, look at your 
child’s homework, tests, and notices before the 
conference. Be sure to bring a list of questions that you 
would like to ask the teacher.   

¾ Opportunities and challenges. Just like you, teachers 
want your child to succeed. You will probably hear 
positive feedback about your child’s progress and areas for improvement.  Be prepared by 
thinking about your child’s strengths and challenges beforehand. Be ready to ask questions 
about ways you and the teacher can help your child with some of his or her challenges. 

Checklist:  Before the conference 

9 Schedule a time to meet. If you 
can’t go at the scheduled time, ask 
the teacher about other times.  

9 Review your child’s work, grades, 
and progress reports. 

9 Talk with your child about his or 
her progress in school. 

9 Talk with others—family 
members, after school staff, 
mentors, etc.—about your child’s 
strengths and needs. 

9 Make a list of questions to ask 
during the conference.  

9 Think about ways you would like 
to be involved in your child’s 
learning so that you can discuss 
them with the teacher.  
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What should you talk to the teacher about?  

¾ Progress. Find out how your child is doing by asking questions like: Is my child performing at 
grade level? How is he or she doing compared to the rest of the class?  What do you see as his or 
her strengths? How could he or she improve?  

¾ Assignments and assessments. Ask to see examples of 
your child’s work. Ask how the teacher gives grades.   

¾ Your thoughts about your child.  Be sure to share your 
thoughts and feelings about your child. Tell the teacher 
what you think your child is good at. Explain what he or 
she needs more help with.  

¾ Support learning at home.  Ask what you can do at home 
to help your child learn. Ask if the teacher knows of other 
programs or services in the community that could also 
help your child. 

¾ Support learning at school. Find out what services are 
available at the school to help your child. Ask how the 
teacher will both challenge your child and support your 
child when he or she needs it.  

How should you follow up?  

¾ Make a plan. Write down the things that you and the teacher will each do to support your 
child. You can do this during the conference or after. Write down what you will do, when, and 
how often. Make plans to check in with the teacher in the coming months.  

¾ Schedule another time to talk. Communication should go both ways. Ask how you can contact 
the teacher. And don’t forget to ask how the teacher will contact you too. There are many ways 
to communicate—in person, by phone, notes, email. Make a plan that works for both of you. Be 
sure to schedule at least one more time to talk in the next few months.  

¾ Talk to your child.  The parent–teacher conference is all about your child, so don’t forget to 
include him or her. Share with your child what you learned. Show him or her how you will help 
with learning at home. Ask for his or her suggestions.  

 

 

For more resources on family involvement, visit www.hfrp.org. 

 

“BE HEARD” 

Keep these principles in mind for 
a great parent–teacher 
conference: 

Best intentions assumed 

Emphasis on learning 

Home–school collaboration 

Examples and evidence 

Active listening 

Respect for all 

Dedication to follow-up 


